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The Londons lived in a long railroad flat in the three-
story frame building for two years. Flora took in a boarder,
whose rent money paid for a Chinese servant. John London
worked as a carpenter and builder, but the depression of
1876 still had the West in its grip and work was scarce. He
got a job opening crates for the IXL Emporium, and later
canvassed for the Singer Sewing Machine Company, earning
a modest living.

When an epidemic hit San Francisco, Jack and Eliza came
down with diphtheria. The two children, who were
quarantined in the same bed, were dying. Eliza wakened
out of her coma long enough to hear Flora ask, " Can the
two of them be buried in the same coffin, doctor, to save
expenses?" While Jack's mother was thus arranging her
son's funeral, his foster father was rushing about town to
find a trained nurse and a doctor who might save the
children. Hearing of a doctor in the city of Oakland, across
the Bay, who was having marked success with diphtheria
cases, John took the first boat across and pleaded with him to
come to San Francisco. The doctor came, burned the white
cankers off the children's throats, poured sulphur down
them . . . and the double funeral was averted.

As soon as Jack and Eliza had fully recovered, the family
moved to Oakland, a sun-flooded, sleepy suburb of San
Francisco which was trying to become a metropolis on its
own. They rented a comfortable five-room cottage on Third
Street. Flora was gone from home all day with get-rich-
quick business schemes to supplement John London's
sporadic earnings. Her chief scheme was selling gold
leaf to saloon-keepers with which to guild the frames of
the pictures over the bar. When the saloonkeeper refused
to be convinced that the frames of his pictures would
look better in gilt, Flora stood on the bar and gilded them
herself.

Mammy Jenny was a little later to move to Oakland to be
closer to her "white child," but in the meanwhile the
mothering of Jack fell squarely upon Eliza's shoulders.
She either had to stay home with the boy, or take him with